WHAT IS THE EMPIRE?
pronounce decisions only on the "advice" of your
ministers, who shall be our nominees/ This has
made possible a rapid concession on the part of
privilege, which would certainly not have been pos-
sible if the people, the popular mass that is, had in
effect said to privilege: 'You shall abdicate, not
merely in fact, but in form. Not even the shadows
shall be left you.' This has so often been the habit
in France, this tendency to regard the doctrine, or
rathdr the symmetrical, neat and tidy formulation of
the doctrine, as the all-important thing.
We have seen this same form of concession to face-
saving, made in the evolution of the Empire into a
commonwealth of independent states. Had the
dominions, who are in fact to-day Republics, started
with a demand for the right of formal, symbolical
republicanism, those claims would have been fought
by the conservative elements in Britain to the death.
But so long as the monarchy seemed to retain its
place, so long as Britain did not have to make as it
were the sign of surrender, almost any concession
could be made. In any case the fact is, that claims to
independence on the part of colonies which, in the
eighteenth century, meant bitter war between the
colonies and the mother-country, were granted to
Canada and Australia in the nineteenth century with-
out any war at all, without bitterness, and in a form
which has enabled the British Commonwealth to solve
(so far) the age-old conflict between freedom and
authority, to make a reconciliation between the two
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